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CONNECTING THROUGH GROUPS
Slide: What Matters To Young Adults

Slide: Threads (discuss research process)

What’s The Big Deal?

Eight-Month LifeWay Research Project (Market Driven Research Analysis)

· 18-34 year olds – demographic focus

· Based on interviews with un-churched Young Adults, Young Adult church members, and Young Adult leaders

· Confirmed by survey, data, key images

· Diversity in polling - geographic, socio-economic, racial, gender, etc.

Other Discussion

· Pew Research, Barna Group, LifeWay Research

· Books – unChristian, Lost and Found, etc.

Slide 3: Liam Video

DEPTH

Slide: Depth 

Let’s start off with a basic question with a complex answer:

- What is depth?

- Why, in your opinion, do young adults value depth?

The problem is that everybody wants it, but nobody knows how to get it, or even define what it is.

The goal of our session is to answer the following question:


How do you create an atmosphere of depth in a postmodern culture?

Slide:  Postmodernism

We will try to do that by doing 3 things:


1. Examining the culture


2. Finding an overall “depth” paradigm of leadership in that culture


3. Give practical plan for cultivating an experience of depth

Slide: Post…modernism

Culture:

Postmodernism is most clearly seen in terms of what it is not.

Therefore, to examine the culture, we must first understand that it is first and foremost “post” the era of modernity. It is a rebellion against the principles of that culture.

Slide: Modernity Images



- Age of industrial revolution


- Built on science


- Therefore built on logic


- Therefore faith is a logical experience

- Why would this generation reject that?


- It doesn’t make sense

Slide: Science and logic have not let to utopia as promised; they have led to Hiroshima

In terms of depth, a purely scientific and logical approach to faith is often seen as shallow because it does not embrace the mystery of faith.

These broad things, therefore, can be said about postmodernity:

Slide: Emphasis on mystery rather than logic


Slide: Story, not fact


Slide: Change, not stability


Slide: Distrust, not trust

Slide: This is particularly relevant to us because we are all leaders, and therefore we are all implicitly distrusted.

: Challenges of postmodernity:


- No absolute truth


- Pragmatism


- Syncretism

Positives of postmodernity:


- Return to genuine faith


- Embracing of story


- Craving for authenticity



Perhaps this moves us toward a better definition of depth


Slide: Teaching With Depth (all that translated)

A. Stats


i. Following community, the second most important desire among young adult churchgoers is participation in small-group meetings to discuss life application of Scripture (71 percent). 

ii. Forty-six percent of the non-regular church attendees desired to explore a religious environment without pressure. (This was the number one requirement of the unchurched.) 

iii. Sixty-seven percent of churched young adults identified Bible studies about foundational Christian truths to be either important or very important. 

iv. The unchurched indicated that only 14 percent of a possible study time should be dedicated to teacher explanation or lecture as opposed to 40 percent for discussion and hands on learning.
B. What Does This Mean?


i. Interest in theology, apologetics, worldview, other religions, etc.

ii. Thu churched want to be equipped and the unchurched want to be informed

iii. Shift away from modernism with its heavy logic and explanation and yet now there is a postmodern interest in the unanswerable

iv. Obvious increased interest in spirituality – but not always our faith

C. Church Sitcoms


i. Can’t be resolved and conquered in 30 minutes

ii. Demands struggle and process


D. Struggle


i. Depth – everyone wants it, but no one knows what it is

ii. It’s more about the level of content – emotionally, intellectually, etc.

iii. Goes beyond pure Bible knowledge – 

iv. John Calvin quote –

v. Michael Kelley quote – 

vi. It’s more than just knowing you should or shouldn’t do something.  It’s about understanding the why behind it. Why does Scripture teach that? Why do I have a difficult time with this?  What does that say about me?

E. The Bedrock


i. 1 Peter 1:24 – “The Word of the Lord stands forever.”

ii. Fads, Products, Personalities

iii. God is never changing and yet constantly relevant

F. Key Characteristics


i. Teach the entire Bible

ii. Foster discussion

iii. Provide exegetical Bible teaching

iv. Sing theologically sound music

v. Multiple Bible study options per week

vi. Distribute the responsibility

vii. Deal with the tough topics – no pat answers

viii. Bible Study needs to be discussion/connection based

ix. “It’s not one person with all the answers.”
x. “What draws people is a climate of honesty.”
xi. Life application of scripture is crucial
xii. Lecture style is not appealing
xiii. Talking head video? Thumbs down
Slide (continued): Leading with DEPTH

Toward a deep paradigm of leadership:

Slide: Old Model (pulpit)

Leader out front pointing the way. This doesn’t work because it is built on the assumption that leaders are trustworthy and that the leader knows all the answers.

Slide: New Model (crowd)

Leading from within

Creating an Atmosphere of Depth is Moving Toward that Model:

Slide: From information to exploration


Socratic method of teaching is also Jesus’ method of teaching


This is a discovery rather than lecture oriented approach


Involves self-discovery as well as God discovery – Calvin quote


Craft the questions

Slide: From admiration to identification

Old model was trying to get people to live up; we need an acknowledgment of living down


This isn’t just about sin

Slide:  From dispensation to revelation


Don’t just teach information; teach yourself


Logos – content


Pathos – emotional


Ethos – Who is the speaker?

All of this points to the need not for more classes, but for a way of life.

How do you craft this experience, specifically in a Bible study setting?

Slide: Read the text

Slide: Question the text

Slide: Learn the text – this is the bulk of your study time


Slide: Find the 3 AM of the text


Slide: Personally reflect on the text


Slide: Draw up the outline


Slide: Seek to lead others to discover the content on their own

Worth noting…

Evangelism and Discipleship are trending together, rather than apart. This is clearly seen in the area of responsibility, or using service opportunities not for the spiritually mature but for evangelism as well.  This leads us to conclude that depth is an all encompassing attribute, something that characterizes bible study, experiences, relationships, and leadership.


