My

Homeschool

Story

Celebrating School at Home
and on the Road

By Joy Emery

EVERAL YEARS AGO a christian

friend and public school teacher asked if I
would ever take my children out of public
school. I responded that I would immedi-
ately take them out if I felt they were endan-
gered physically or emotionally and the administration was
not willing to take action to keep them from harm. I also
mentioned that I would remove them if the school environ-
ment became so anti-Christian that
my children were not allowed to voice
their opinions and beliefs freely. Never
did T imagine that the next year, we
would make a decision to homeschool
based on neither of these situations.

Our Public School Background
My husband, Chris, and I are both
products of public school systems and
have parents who were public school
teachers. Our heartbeat has always been to be present in the
world as a light for Christ, and we felt that the public school
was a great place for our family to be light. When our first
child started kindergarten, we were blessed to be in a qual-
ity public school system with many Christian teachers and
families.

We had no problems with our public school. What led
us to consider the homeschool option was our family’s
unique situation. While we live in Tennessee, Chris works
with the North American Mission Board (NAMB) which
is located in Alpharetta, Georgia. He is a regional team
leader for the states of Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Michi-
gan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa.
Because much of his work involves travel to his assigned
states, along with a week on-site in Atlanta each month, we
decided to pray about whether or not to venture into the
homeschool arena in order to travel with him.
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Our family’s
unique situation
led us to consider
homeschooling.

Considering Each Child’s Needs

When making any family decision, consider how each
person may be impacted. Our three children vary in need
and personality. Our oldest, 12-year-old Jackson, is a high
achiever and people pleaser. He pushes himself and aims
high. Kristen, our 11-year-old, is an average student who
enjoys the social part of school. She is our practical child

— the one who is best at problem solving and organization.
Our 7-year-old is Brandon — our ball
of energy. He is very bright and loves
sports, drama, and the outdoors. He is
a confident child and is not scared of
new adventures.

When considering our children’s
needs, there was one in particular
who seemed to be best-suited for the
homeschool environment. Kristen had
always struggled with reading and
comprehension as well as in master-
ing math concepts. I always had wondered if she might find
greater success with a homeschool program. Jackson was at
a transition time into middle school. It would be a year of
transition for him regardless of whether we homeschooled
or not. Brandon would lack the daily social contact with
peers but would continue to have that interaction at church.

Gathering Information

To make the decision to homeschool, we had to gather
information. One of our most useful resources came through
conversations with experienced homeschool families.

We invited Jim and Angie Barham, who also have three
children, to our home for supper. We asked them to share
about their homeschool experience. From the Barhams, we
learned that each family has to find what fits the family and
that what fits one child might not fit the others. They told
us about the resources they had used, were using, and why

www.lifeway.com/parentlife

© Dan Klepper

those decisions sometimes changed
over time.

Conversations with homeschool
families helped us better evaluate our
options and gave us direction. We
also gained the confidence that we
could be successful in homeschooling
our children.

CONSIDERING

HOMESCHOOLING?

Ask yourself the following
guestions.

- Are we willing to make the
time commitment?

- Are we willing to make a
financial commitment to pur-
chase resources and
curriculum?

- Will we research and learn
how to adapt the curriculum
to our children’s individual
styles of learning?

- Will we be willing to provide a
place in our home to serve as
the primary learning station?

- Will we trust God and believe
that He will give us all the
resources including time,
finances, an understanding
of each child’s needs, and
the environment to make our
children’s education what it
needs to be?

BEGINNING THE JOURNEY

- Pray and make sure your decision is God-led.
- Check out www.hslda.org to find your local homeschool support.
- Gather information on local umbrella groups, co-ops, and tutorials.

- Research various curriculum options — Visit www.lifewaystores.
com/homeschool. Cathy Duffy’s 100 Picks for Homeschool Cur-
riculum (B&H, 2005) is another great tool.

- Do your homework and demonstrate your passion for learning
new things as you begin to lead your child to discover his own

passion for learning.

Homeschool Support
We made our decision to homeschool
and enrolled with an umbrella school
which keeps our school records,
serves as our parent/teacher advi-
sor, and operates as a testing facility
to measure the children’s progress.
The umbrella school also coordinates
events and field trips for the children
to meet other homeschoolers.

We opted not to participate in
a co-op. A co-op is an opportunity
for families to join together for
expanded learning experiences. Par-
ents agree to be involved in assist-
ing with learning activities. We did
not choose this route because of our
unpredictable travel schedule.

School at Home and

on the Road

We have enjoyed many different on-
the-road learning experiences. My
contribution as the primary teacher
of three varied students means a lot
of preparation on my part, but I truly
believe that my children are getting a
well-rounded and personal education
plan as we learn together at home

and on the road. We are thankful we
listened when God began to lead us
in this direction. It makes each day
a new adventure and broadens each
child’s life experiences in a way a
typical classroom never could. O

BASIC RESOURCES
 Homeschooling 101 by Mark
and Christine Field (B&H,

2007)

- “How Am | Smart?” A Parent’s
Guide to Multiple Intelligences
by Dr. Kathy Koch (Moody,
2007)

- 7 Tools for Cultivating Your
Child’s Potential by Zan
Taylor (B&H, 2005)

Joy Emery and her husband, Chris, live
in Mt. Juliet, Tennessee, with their three
children — Jackson, Kristen, and Brandon.
While there are some days Joy wishes
there was a substitute teacher, most days
she enjoys being the teacher and even
enjoys being on the road with suitcases
and backpacks filled with curriculum.
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